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influence began to wane, until gradually the wells of prophecy
became dry and the lips of Ammon no longer spoke; after
Diodorus Siculus described the Ammonium about so A.D.
the oasis disappears liom history for nearly seventeen
centuries.

There is something more fascinating than any tale of buried
treasure in the emergence, after centuries of oblivion, of a
place once known throughout the woild. Siwa owes its
rediscovery to a biavc, rather prosy Englishman called
W. G. Browne, who wont there in disguise with Arab
merchants in 1792. He was the first European to set eyes
on the Oasis of Ammon since the days of the Romans,
but he was not a welcome- visitor.

Browne found that Siwa was inhabited by a fanatical tribe
who penetrated his disguise and stoned him; and he was
obliged to make what observations he could under difficult
circumstances and leave the oasis alter a stay of two or three
days. Twenty-one years afterwards Uiowne was murdered
in Persia when, disrcgai cling the advice of people on the
spot, he insisted on entering that country dressed as a Turk.
Once Siwa was replaced on the map, it exercised a fascina-
tion over a small group of travellers. But the fanaticism of
the people was so great, and the journey so difficult, that few
men attempted it. Until the war not more than twenty
travellers had visited Siwa.

When the war broke out, the Germans and Turks were
quick to see in the Senussi an admirable instrument for
attacking Egypt. It was their " Revolt in the Desert."
British forces consisting of Yeomanry, Territorials, Aus-
tralians and New Zcalanders, with a detachment of Indians
and Egyptians, operated against the tribesmen from Novem-
ber, 1915, until the early part of the following year. There
was a further outbreak of fighting in 1917, when Siwa was the
scene of a spirited armoured-car engagement which finally
broke the power of the Senussi. Since that time Egypt has
been able to exert her authority over this wayward oasis,
which is now part of the Western Desert Province.

When I proposed to go to Siwa, the efficient Frontiers
Administraton in Cairo, which looks after the Libyan and
Arabian deserts, advised me to take the train from Alexandria